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Information for Science Distilled Speakers 
Modified from the CalTech Astro Outreach Wiki 
 
Contact information:       Event Location: Urban Chestnut (Grove location) 
Emma Young: emyoung90@gmail.com    Event Date: Second Monday of the month 
Eva Colberg: emcrfc@mail.umsl.edu    Event Time: 7 PM 

General Responsibilities 

• Prepare and present a ~15-minute science-related talk for a public audience. 
• Pick a title and send it to us at least 2 weeks in advance of the talk for advertising and poster 

creation. 
• Send us a photo of yourself (if you are comfortable – this is for advertising purposes on social 

media), and your preferred salutation/personal title.  
• Create a PowerPoint or similar presentation and email it to us at least 24 hours in advance of the 

talk. If you have no videos, animations, etc., please sent the presentation as a PDF to ensure that 
all formatting transfers between your computer and ours.   

• Have a good time!  

Topic Choice and Talk Preparation 

• The topic: 
o We recommend you prepare your presentation as though you are explaining a scientific 

topic to someone seated next to you on an airplane with no background in science.  
o When choosing a topic for a lecture, make sure it is a subject that intrigues you, a subject 

that will potentially intrigue a layperson, and it is a topic on which you are knowledgeable. 
This does NOT have to be a topic directly related to your own research!  

• The title: 
o Please choose a fairly short talk title that laypeople will be able to understand, nothing too 

jargon-y or cryptic.  
• What to avoid: 

o Jargon. 
o Complex figures/graphs. If you do choose to include graphs, please plan to explain them 

carefully – many folks are not familiar with graph-reading. 
o Overall, it’s best to minimize text on slides - this is a bar, after all. 

• What to include:  
o Lists summarizing what we’ve learned (especially using plain, jargon-free language). 
o Major takeaways from the talk. 
o Photos of organisms, field sites, analogies, etc. 
o Analogies/examples. 
o Asking questions to the crowd. Interactive talks are ideal! 
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o Highlight ways the topic connects to normal life. 
o A small bit of personal info: How did you get into the field/topic? What makes you 

excited/interested about it?   
o Props are fun if applicable/appropriate. We had a recent speaker use different types of 

potatoes to talk about asteroids, which was great. 
o Use big text to assure people can read it.  
o Alternatives to static slides: animation, simulations, videos, etc.  

Audience 

• This event is still in its fledgling stages, but we anticipate anywhere from 40-60 attendees, which is 
the capacity of the venue.  

• Since the event takes place fairly early on a Monday, there probably won't be too many drunk 
people present, but some people (even you!) may be tipsy. Don't worry too much--just have fun. 
The audience came to enjoy a drink and hear some science, so the format is pretty forgiving.  

• Although this is a bar, Urban Chestnut is all-ages and our partner (the St. Louis Academy of 
Science) advertises to a lot of families, so we often have middle/high school students in the crowd. 
Just use good judgement, as you are representing your institutions and our field. If you have any 
questions, just ask us!  

On-site Equipment and Resources 

• There is an AV system with a standard HDMI input port, and we will supply a laptop for your talk – 
no need to bring your own. The system feeds to a projector that projects a large screen onto the 
wall, so everyone should be able to see what you're displaying.  

• No chalkboards/whiteboards available.  
• We will provide a microphone to assure everyone can hear you, so you needn't shout, but make 

sure you speak loudly into the microphone so you are heard.  
• We will also provide a clicker and laser pointer. 
• It is difficult to play sound through the laptop to the speakers, but if you need to do this, please 

contact us beforehand and we can talk about potential solutions.  
• These talks will not be recorded, but there may be occasional photographs taken for posterity and 

social media – we will get your permission before using images of you.  

Talk Duration 

• Prepare to talk for about 15 minutes, and we’ll take a couple minutes of questions at the end of 
the talk, for a total of about 20 minutes. This timing is fairly fluid – we won’t cut you off, but a talk 
that’s far over 15 minutes in length is probably getting too in-depth.  

• When people ask questions, be sure to repeat the question into the microphone so everyone else 
can hear it before answering it. 
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Arriving/Setup 

• The event starts at 7 and the talks start at about 7:15 (to give folks who arrived right at 7 time to 
get drinks and find a seat). Please arrive by 6:45 to ensure that everything is set up as you need it. 
This will also give you a chance to order a drink and relax a little before everyone arrives. 

• We will have the talks pre-loaded onto our laptop, so we won’t have to fuss with cords.  
• There are two talks for each event – the person going first will be predetermined, so you will know 

ahead of time when you are presenting.  

Example Schedule 

• We will not strive to stick to this schedule, but to give you a general idea:  
 
Time (relative to start) Actual time (PM) Activity 
-00:15 – 00:00 6:45 – 7:00 Speakers arrive, set up/grab a drink 
00:00 – 00:15 7:00 – 7:15 Event starts 
00:15 – 00:35 7:15 – 7:35 First talk and questions 
00:35 – 00:50 7:35 – 7:50 Intermission with trivia slides 
00:50 – 01:10 7:50 – 8:10 Second talk and questions 
01:10 – 01:25  8:10 – 8:25 Review quiz answers and prizes 
01:25 – 01:40 8:25 – 8:40 Shutdown 

Drinks 

• Drinking alcohol is encouraged for both the speaker and the audience. We have a deal with 
management that you will get a free beer during the event – whether before or after your talk is 
your discretion.   

• Urban Chestnut serves beer only – no hard liquor. If you’re not a beer drinker, they also have 
bottled sodas available.  

Other Notes 

• The purpose of these events is to educate the public to be more aware and appreciative of the 
science around them. Please refrain from overtly injecting politics into the talk, particularly by 
denigrating specific politicians or groups as it can interfere with our ability as scientists to educate 
people. In fact, injecting politics into the talk can turn some audience members off to the scientific 
enterprise entirely, when these are precisely the people we need to be reaching. Please just use 
your best judgement in keeping your talk for a wide audience. 


